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4th year in Chatham- Kent 

Summer Experience is a program, which promotes and supports 
inclusion of children with exceptional needs into the community.  
This year 38 children with special needs, aged 6 – 21, were able to 
have another memorable summer in Chatham-Kent.  That’s 9 more 
families who benefited from the program than last year!   

The funding allows families to pay a support worker to accompany 
the child and enable them to participate in a variety of recreational, 
leisure and educational summer activities.  These activities include 
sports, theatre, day/week camps and special outings.  In addition, a 
group of young ladies had a “Wheels Day”, spending their time at 
the Wheels Inn having fun and creating friendships. The girls had a 
blast, for many of them it was the first social activity of it’s kind that 
they had ever participated in. 

 Jen Burke a DSW student from Blenheim, was hired through the 
Job Creation Program as our Summer Experience Coordinator.  
Jen did an excellent job ensuring “inclusion” for all. Thanks Jen, for 
a job well done! 

Kids wanted it;  parents wanted it;              
                  we got it!  
After the success of last year’s Kids Kamp 
Too! We went for the repeat. 
Kids Kamp Too! is a day camp which 
provides inclusive leisure and recreational 
activities for children with special needs, their 
friends, siblings and neighbours.  This 
summer, it was held 3 mornings per week 
from July 8 to August 21 and was attended 
regularly by 19 participants.  All of the 
participants were accommpanied by their 
personal support worker to ensure full group 
participation.  It was held at Indian Creek 
Public School in Chatham; the children 
enjoyed arts and crafts, music, gardening, 
sports, cooking, drama and field trips.  We 
used adaptive aids such as the “Electrical 
Control Unit” & switches to enable all 
campers to participate in every activity.   
 
The campers had their works of art to take 
home, almost on a daily basis, such as tye 
dye tote bags and decorated clay pots filled 
with flowers.  For outings, we went to T.J. 
Stables, Chatham Golf & Fun Centre, and  
Storybook Gardens to name a few of our 
adventures.  We were also very fortunate to 
have the talented Alex Caron come sing for 
us, as well as a visit from  Mr. Wes 
Thompson .  The campers always enjoy 
going for a ride on his antique fire truck. 
 
We look forward to maintaining this as an 
annual program and thank all the volunteers 
and workers who helped to make it happen.  
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As most of our families are aware, recent months have been difficult for many of us.  Some of our Summer Experience 
children have passed away and left their imprint on our community.  The Family Support and Resource Network would 
like to extend to the families of these children, our most heartfelt condolences.  They are stars, now as before, and their 
radiance and laughter will be missed by all who knew them.     
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Tiffany Ford 

Emily Jeffrey 

Jessica Howes 

Frankie-Leigh Thompson 

“Angels  

rest in peace”�
 

Speech on Success as wr itten by Courtney L indsay 

I think every persons definition of success is 
slightly different, based on what their mor-
als and values are and what they believe in 
and also who they have had as role models 
in their lives. To me, success is many 
things. It is graduating from college, getting 
a good job that I take delight in, having a 
long lasting, happy marriage and having 
children. However, I think that the person I 
chose to write about has a slightly different 
view of what success is to her.  I am writing 
about my younger sister, I think her defini-
tion of success is, being able to achieve all 
of her goals, always trying her hardest, be-
ing happy with who she is, being accepting 
of and having unconditional love for every-
one she knows, and being able to appreciate 
the small, sometimes unnoticed things in 
life. My sister is fifteen years old and she is 
severely physically and mentally disabled.  
Her disability is very rare, so rare that when 
she was born she had her picture taken to be 
put in medical books. From the time she 
was a baby, life for Jordin has been very 
difficult. Until she was about seven years 
old, she couldn’ t walk or talk, and even now 
she has a limited ability to do either. When 
she was about seven years old my parents 
put her in a very intense, one on one, home-
based program called Son-Rise. Soon after 
she started this program she started to pro-
gress. She began communicating, using four 
to five words in the first week. Now, eight 

unconditional love for everyone she knows. 
She has been very successful at being a role 
model to those around her. Jordin appreci-
ates everything in life.  An example of this 
is her love of clapping. Ever since the time 
she was very young she has always loved 
clapping her hands and having other people 
clap with her. If someone walks by her and 
she says the word clap or reaches her hands 
out to clap with that person, and they stop to 
clap, she gets so excited. She will laugh and 
scream and throw her arms up in the air and 
you can really tell how much she appreci-
ates it. Another small, somewhat insignifi-
cant thing that Jordin appreciates are trees. 
If you are taking her for a walk in her 
wheelchair and you happen to walk under a 
big tree or close to a tree, she has the same 
reaction as when you clap with her. Espe-
cially if you sing a song about trees.  Jordin 
is demonstrating to others how great it is to 
have an appreciation for the small things in 
life. Another thing Jordin has been sucessful 
at is showing others how to love uncondi-
tionally and not to judge people by appear-
ances, status, etc.   Jordin has never, not 
liked a person.  She gives a smile to pretty 
much every person she meets. She never       
looks down on others and she never sees 
herself as "better" than another person. She 
understands that everyone around her is do-
ing the best that they can do and she is al-
ways accepting of everybody.   The reason  

years later, her expressive language has 
grown to about fifteen words, and her recep-
tive language exceeds five hundred words.  
Jordin is successful  because she has made 
an unbelievable number of achievements in 
her life despite her disabilities. At first, she 
only learned to do small, seemingly insig-
nificant things to the average person, but to 
her these things are enormous accomplish-
ments. Some of these things include, recog-
nizing specific people and pointing them 
out, and understanding what people are say-
ing to her and following directions. An ex-
ample of this is when she is in her wheel-
chair and she puts her hand on the wheel, 
trying to change the direction that you are 
pushing her, you can say to her, "Jordin, put 
your hands in" and she will put her hands in 
her lap. Over the years, her accomplish-
ments have become greater and greater. 
Some of the things that she has succeeded in 
learning are: walking with the help of a 
walker, feeding herself, being toilet trained 
and being able to tell us when she needs to 
go using sign language, going horse back 
riding, walking completely independently in 
the pool, developing numerous close rela-
tionships with friends at school and people 
in our community, graduating from elemen-
tary school last June, and starting high 
school this fall.  Another reason I think my 
sister is successful is because of her appre-
ciation for every experience she has and her 
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I consider this to be a suc-
cess is she is teaching others 
how to be more like herself, 
to accept people for who 
they are and not try to 
change them, and she has 
definitely taught this lesson 
to many people.  One of 
Jordin’s most recent suc-
cesses is that she has learned 
to communicate by using 
symbols on flash cards. Over 
the last three years, my mom 
and Jordin’s teacher have 
come up with over fifty sym-
bols to teach her. They use a 
program on the computer to 
make little cards with sym-
bols on them for Jordin to 
use. Each one has a picture 
and a word on it. They say 
things like: eat, drink, bath, 
bed, t.v., school, car ride, 
ball, walk, wheelchair, mu-

sic, etc. She also has a sym-
bol card for each person who 
she sees regularly with a pic-
ture of that person and their 
name. By using these sym-
bols Jordin has learned to 
communicate her wants and 
needs. Each symbol card has 
a magnet on the back of it 
and they are kept on different 
magnetic boards throughout 
her house and her school. 
When she needs or wants 
something, she has learned 
that all she has to do is pick 
the corresponding symbol 
and show it to someone.  We 
also use the cards to help her 
make choices.   She under-
stands all of these symbols so 
she can choose what she 
wants to do. I think this is 
success because we never 
thought Jordin had the ability 

to make choices and have 
control over her life but she 
has proved us wrong. Over 
the years, Jordin has proved 
to us that she can do anything 
that she sets her mind to. I 
have learned so much from 
my sister. When I started 
thinking about how I was go-
ing to define success in this 
speech, the things that imme-
diately came to my mind 
were the things that I wrote in 
the beginning; finish school, 
get married, have children, 
etc. However, now that I have 
been thinking about Jordin’s 
successes and what her defi-
nition of success would be, I 
have a whole new outlook. 
Having a family and a good 
job are important, but if they 
are the things that define suc-
cess then my sister, and many 
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· Families can now  book the use of our specialized  
software through the office.  Kurzweil 3000  (plus a new 
 scanner), Word Q, Boardmaker & Writing with Symbols are 
all available for your use.    
 
Our Resource Library is growing…. so if you need a good book 
to curl up with this winter stop by and browse our selection.  
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They are finished and  available for distribution to new 
parents, physicians, schools, and other agencies 
throughout Chatham-Kent.  The portfolio provides them 
with information on various exceptionalities, their charac-
teristics, best teaching strategies, and local support 
groups.  Through the generosity of the Ontario Trillium 
Foundation, and the input of the Parent Advisory Com-
mittee we were able to develop this wonderful publica-
tion.  We thank everyone for their invaluable input in the 
evolvement of the portfolio.            

other people in this world 
would never have the chance 
to know success. After think-
ing about Jordin’s accom-
plishments and what success 
has meant to her I have real-
ized that her definition of suc-
cess makes much more sense 
than mine. By having Jordin 
has a role model I have come 
to realize that learning how to 
accept others without judge-
ments and to love people un-
conditionally is much more 
important and a much more 
accurate description of suc-
cess than the things that I 
named. Jordin has had a huge 
impact on my life and if it 
weren’ t for her, I know I 
wouldn’ t be the person I am 
today. I am so grateful to have 
her as a sister.  
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Official Charitable receipts are now offered for tax  
deduction purposes for all donations received. 
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If you are looking for some information check 
out our new publications on the following  
topics: 
 

· Empowering a Family 
· Microboards 
· In Search of a Home 
· Individualized Funding 
· Ontario Disability  Support Program 
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A new benefit has recently been introduce by the federal government, for low and mid-income families with 
children who have severe and prolonged disabilities.  Payments will be retroactive to July 2003 with the first 
payment beginning March 2004.  This is a supplement to the existing Canada Child Tax Benefit.  

 
Visit www.ccra.gc.ca/benefits  or call 1-800-387-1193 for more information. 
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President 

Janice Adams 
 

Secretary 
Jean Caron  

 
Treasurer 

Brian Wright 
 

Judy Chambers 
 

 
Always looking for new 
directors – parents and/or 
professionals. 
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With great sadness we announce the passing of our former 
Board Member SUSAN DEMEYRE.   Our deepest  
sympathies are extended to her family.  Susan served as a 
board member for the Network for the past 2 years, her  
contributions and friendship will surely be missed.   
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